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	Alternate Care Site
AHEDD

Airborne Precautions

Airborne Transmission

All-Hazards

Antiviral

Avian Flu

BT

CDC
	An alternate care site (ACS) is an in-patient facility established to provide medical care in a community-based location. ACSs are community-based healthcare surge facilities that provide limited care to patients that would normally require admission to an acute care hospital. ACSs are ideally located in buildings of opportunity in close proximity to an acute care hospital. ACSs will not manage critical care patients, such as victims requiring artificial ventilation.
Automated Hospital Emergency Department Data
Includes the placement of the case in an airborne isolation room with negative air pressure and the use of N-95 fit-tested respirator by individuals entering the room.

Occurs when disease particles <5um in size are released in the air by an infectious person and then persist in the environment long enough to transmit to others in that environment

A plan designed to effectively and efficiently handle a variety of emergency situations on a large scale.
A medication that destroys or inhibits the growth and reproduction of viruses. Commonly used for influenza.

An ‘influenza A’ virus found chiefly in birds, but infections can occur in humans. The risk is generally low to most people, because the virus does not usually infect humans.

Bioterrorism
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - The federal agency responsible for preventing and controlling infectious and chronic diseases, injuries, workplace hazards, disabilities, and environmental health threats. This agency provides funding to the state health department for Bioterrorism Preparedness.



	CERC

CERT
	Crisis and Emergency Risk Communication
Community Emergency Response Team - A Citizen Corps program that provides training in emergency preparedness and basic response to citizens.

	Citizen Corps

Community containment measures

Contact

Contact precautions
	A federal program to establish and fund local councils to train citizens on crime, terrorism, and natural disaster risks to supplement the needs of first responders.

The separation of infected or exposed persons from non-infected persons by use of isolation, quarantine, or other restrictions on movement and activities

A contact is a person who has been exposed to a disease during the infectious period.

Work practices designed to reduce the risk of transmitting infectious agents by direct or indirect contact with an infectious person. Direct contact transmission involves a direct body surface–to–body surface contact and physical transfer of infectious agents between an infected person and a susceptible host. Indirect–contact transmission involves contact of a susceptible host with a contaminated intermediate object, such as contaminated instruments or dressings, or contaminated hands that are not washed or gloves that are not changed between patients. Contact precautions may also include the use of PPE (gloves, gown, surgical mask, goggles or face shield) to reduce the spread of infectious agents

	DBHRT

DHHS

DOS

DPHS
	Disaster Behavioral Health Response Team - An initiative to form statewide teams of trained behavioral health volunteers to support communities as needed.

NH Department of Health and Human Services

NH Department of Safety

Division of Public Health Services (a division of DHHS)



	Decon

Droplet Precautions

Droplet Transmission
	Decontamination - The removal of foreign substances from a person with the primary intent of stopping or minimizing the risk of the substance to cause harm to the individual or those providing care.

Designed to reduce the risk of droplet transmission of infectious disease agents. They include the use of gloves, gowns, surgical or other masks, and goggles or face shield.

Occurs when droplets containing infectious agents generated by an infectious person are propelled a short distance through the air by coughing, sneezing, or talking.



	EMD

Enhanced precautions
	Emergency Management Director - A local official appointed to develop and maintain the Local Emergency Operations Plan.

Enhanced work practices designed to reduce the transmission of infectious agents by any direct & indirect contact, droplet, and also by airborne transmission.  They include standard precautions plus additional measures taken to prevent airborne transmission

	EOC

EOP

ERI
	Emergency Operations Center - The protected site from which State and local civil government officials coordinate, monitor, and direct emergency response activities during an emergency.

Emergency Operations Plan (see LEOP)

Epidemic Respiratory Infection



	ESAR-VHP
	Emergency System for Advanced Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals - A nationwide system of pre-credentialing health professionals who may be interested in volunteering in a public health emergency.

	ESF
	Emergency Support Functions - The 16 components of a Local Emergency Operations Plan.  

	ESF1
	Transportation

	ESF2
	Communications & Alerting

	ESF3
	Public Works & Engineering

	ESF4
	Fire Fighting

	ESF5
	Information & Planning

	ESF6
	Mass Care & Shelter

	ESF7
	Resource Support

	ESF8
	Health & Medical Services

	ESF9
	Search & Rescue

	ESF10
	Hazardous Materials

	ESF11
	Food

	ESF12
	Energy

	ESF13
	Law Enforcement & Security

	ESF14
	Public Information

	ESF15
	Volunteers & Donations

	ESF16
	Animal Health



	FEMA
	Federal Emergency Management Agency - The federal agency responsible for helping people before, during and after disasters.

	First Receiver
	Healthcare workers at a hospital receiving victims for treatment.

	First Responder

HAN
	Firefighters, law enforcement, HAZMAT teams, and ambulance service personnel

Health Alert Network – A system used to notify health care workers of a public health emergency.



	Hazard Mitigation
	Any action taken to eliminate or reduce the long-term risk to life and property from hazards.

	HazMat
	Hazardous Material - A foreign substance that is capable of causing harm to a person regardless of the duration of exposure.

	HRSA

HSEM
	Health Resources and Services Administration - A federal agency responsible for assuring access to comprehensive, culturally competent, quality care. This agency provides funding to the hospitals for Bioterrorism Preparedness.

NH Homeland Security and Emergency Management (a division of DOS)



	ICC

ICS

ILI

Incubation Period
	Incident Command Center

Incident Command System - A standardized organizational structure used to command, control, and coordinate the use of resources and personnel that have responded to the scene of an emergency. The concepts and principles for ICS include common terminology, modular organization, integrated communication, unified command structure, consolidated action plan, manageable span of control, designated incident facilities, and comprehensive resource management.

Influenza-like illness - Defined as 1) a fever ( 100.4(F and 2) cough and/or sore throat in the absence of a known cause.
 The time from exposure to an infectious disease to symptom onset. The incubation period for influenza is usually two days, but can vary from one to five days.


	Isolation

JIC
	The separation of persons who have a specific infectious illness from those who are healthy.

Joint Information Center – Media center set up and managed by state emergency operations center in the event a state-wide emergency declared by the governor



	LEOP (or EOP)
	Local Emergency Operations Plan - A plan done at the municipal level that describes how people and property will be protected in disaster and disaster threat situations; details who is responsible for carrying out specific actions; identifies the personnel, equipment, facilities, supplies, and other resources available for use in the disaster; and outlines how all actions will be coordinated.

	LEPC
	Local Emergency Planning Committee - A municipal group that reviews and tracks chemicals stored in that community and develops an emergency response plan to respond to a contamination.

	MCC
	Medical Command and Control- The purpose of the MCC is to provide medical command and control, administrative assistance, technical supervision, and consultation services in support of health and medical response operations during times of emergency conditions.

	MEMS
	The Modular Emergency Medical System (MEMS) is a conceptual framework for managing a surge in patients requiring triage, prophylaxis, or inpatient care (figure 1). Components of the MEMS associated with managing these needs are the Neighborhood Emergency Help Center (NEHC) and the Acute Care Center (ACC). In addition to these two functional operations, MEMS also describes the need for Medical Command and Control (MCC), development of a Casualty Transportation System (CTS), community outreach efforts, mass prophylaxis planning, and a public information campaign.

	Mass Prophylaxis
	A measure taken for the prevention of a disease or condition on a large scale.

	Medical Reserve Corps
	A Citizen Corps program that provides training in emergency preparedness and basic response to practicing and retired medical personnel.

	Medical Surge Capacity
	The quantifiable amount of community or regional resources and services available for providing medical care in emergencies that overwhelm the normal medical infrastructure (through numbers or types of patients or loss of infrastructure). Medical surge capacity encompasses both hospital and community-based surge capacity efforts and, as such, entails augmenting both non-ambulatory and ambulatory care. Prior to planning to increase medical surge capacity in a region and prior to responding to an emergency that will overwhelm the medical infrastructure, the current medical surge capacity needs to be determined in real time via technical information systems that can accurately assess the resources available and resource needs.

	MOA/MOU

MEMS
	Memorandum of Agreement/ Memorandum of Understanding - An agreement between two agencies to provide a service under special circumstances.

Modular Emergency Medical System  - A conceptual framework for managing a surge in patients requiring triage, prophylaxis, or inpatient care (figure 1). Components of the MEMS associated with managing these needs are the Neighborhood Emergency Help Center (NEHC) and the Acute Care Center (ACC). In addition to these two functional operations, MEMS also describes the need for Medical Command and Control (MCC), development of a Casualty Transportation System (CTS), community outreach efforts, mass prophylaxis planning, and a public information campaign.

	N-95
	A facemask used to minimize the risk of contact with an infectious substance by removing particulate matter from the air. 

	NEHC
	Primarily, the Neighborhood Emergency Help Center (NEHC) can be thought of as an out-patient center. NEHC is defined by Edgewood Chemical and Biologic Command (http://www.ecbc.army.mil/), and intended to 

· Function as a high volume point of dispensing (POD) for prophylactic medication

· Self-help information

· Instruction (e.g., home care, medical follow-up), resource and discharge planning

· Triage large numbers of people seeking care, especially to identify those that require inpatient care and to ensure that they are stabilized for evacuation to either an ACC or hospital, depending on the patient’s level of acuity.

During a contagious event, clustering of well patients and ill patients is not recommended, and therefore a POD and a triage center cannot be located in the same building.

	NIMS

Nosocomial

Outbreak


	National Incident Management System - A nationwide template to enable all government, private sector and nongovernmental organizations to work together during domestic incidents.

The spread of an infectious disease from a patient in a health care setting or from a health care worker to another patient, worker, or visitor in the same setting

A sudden increase in the number of cases of a specific disease or clinical symptom.

	Pandemic
	A global outbreak of disease that occurs when a new virus appears or “emerges” in the human population, causes serious illness in people, and then spreads easily from person to person worldwide.

	PAPR
	Powered Air Purifying Respirator - A battery powered unit that is worn that uses a blower system to pull air through filters and into a hood that covers the face.

	PH EPRP

PHIP

PHL

PHN
	Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan
Public Health Improvement Plan - A plan identifying a strategy for improving the health and safety of a community.

DHHS, Public Health Laboratories

Public Health Network

	PIO
	Public Information Officer - Person responsible for preparing and coordinating the dissemination of emergency public information.

	POD
	Point of Dispensing Site - Community-based clinic site for large-scale vaccination or medication dispensing during a public health emergency or disease outbreak.



	PPE

Prophylaxis

Push Pack


	Personal Protective Equipment -Items that are worn to minimize the risk of contact with a hazardous or infectious substance. Includes: gowns or suits, boots, gloves, masks, etc.

The prevention of or protective treatment for a disease.
This portion of the SNS consists of medical material that can arrive anywhere in the Continental United States within 12 hours; there are 12 Push Packages prepositioned at strategic locations nationwide.



	Quarantine

RCC

RSA

RSS
	The separation and restriction of movement of persons who, while not ill yet, have been exposed to an infectious agent and therefore may become infectious.

Regional Coordinating Committee

Revised Statutes Annotated
Receive, Store and Stage warehouse

	SARS

Seasonal Flu
	Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome

The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses. It can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death. The best way to prevent the flu is by getting a flu vaccination each year.

	SNS
	Strategic National Stockpile - Packages of medical assets (medications and supplies) stored in strategic locations around the US to ensure rapid delivery to anywhere in the US in the event of a national emergency.

	SOP

Standard Precautions
	Standard Operating Procedure - A set of instructions constituting a directive, covering those features of operations that lend themselves to a definite, step-by-step process of accomplishment. SOPs supplement EOPs by detailing and specifying how tasks assigned in the EOP are to be carried out.

The basis level of infection control focusing on proper hand hygiene and include the use of PPE to serve as protective barriers and appropriate handling of clinical waste. 

	Surge Capacity
	The ability to increase operations to treat a much larger volume of cases than usual.

	Triage
	A system used by medical or emergency personnel to determine to severity of a person's illness or injury.

	UCS

WHO
	Unified Command Structure – A team of people representing involved agencies with responsibility for the incident, which jointly provide management direction to an incident through a common set of incident objectives and strategies established at the command level.
World Health Organization
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